September Band Newsletter

Welcome Back! I'm very excited to be back in White City, Pilot Butte and McLean schools! I look forward to a great year of making music! It's also exciting to see the community growing by leaps and bounds! Here is some important information that needs to make its way onto your calendars and daybooks! This newsletter has some very important info, so please take a moment to read it carefully!

Grade 6 / 7 Headstart Clinic – Balgonie Elementary School

Tuesday, September 13th to Thursday, September 15th –  6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, September 13th to 15th, we will be having our annual Headstart Clinic. This involves ALL Grade 6 and 7 students. This clinic is EXTREMELY important and must be attended by all musicians. During the clinic we will be teaching the Gr. 6's the basics of playing their instruments, as well as how to put it together correctly, clean it and other very important stuff! The Grade 7's will get a headstart on their music for November's Unifest trip! They'll also get a refresher course on general technique (just in case they forget which end to blow into…)

Buffalo Plains East Music Parents' Association

When you bring your Grade 6 or 7 student to the Headstart clinic, you will be able to register your child with BPEMPA if you haven't already done so. Parents of Grade 8 students are also invited during the evening, as we will also be holding our BPEMPA annual general meeting on Tuesday night. Please stay and participate in the meeting. We will be discussing fundraising opportunities and we're always on the lookout for parent volunteers to help run the organization!

School Board Instrument Rentals – 

Tuba / French Horn / Baritone / Bari Sax / Bass Clarinet
If your child is playing a large instrument provided by the school board, I will be sending home a rental form for you to fill out and return with payment. The cost for a school rented instrument is $125 for year, which is very reasonable, considering what the music stores would want for the same instrument! 

Keeping track of our busy schedule!

Your child should have a calendar attached to this note! I will be providing a calendar each month to assist students and parents in remembering when band takes place and when important events are taking place. Please keep this calendar in a prominent place so that forgotten instruments can be a thing of the past! When an instrument is forgotten on a rehearsal day, a written assignment may be assigned that must be turned in at the following class. Active participation in band class is crucial to a high band mark!

Black Binder, reeds, music stands, valve oil, slide spray bottles, etc…

As we start the year, please ensure that your student has everything they need to be successful in band! Each student will need a SIMPLE BLACK binder for their music. Please purchase a SIMPLE black binder (1 1/2 inch or so). Do not purchase anything padded or with tons of pockets, etc. They just get in the way! We will be storing our music in these binders during the year and I will be providing labels for each student during our second full week of school! 

Also, please check to be sure your child has enough reeds, valve oil and slide grease (depending on their instrument of course!) It's also very important that trombone players have a small non-aerosol spray bottle filled with water that will fit in their case. The bottles filled with eyeglass cleaner are the perfect size!! All students will also need a music stand for home practice. Simply putting the music on a table will not work well and will promote bad playing habits.

The Band Uniform

The uniform worn by students at White City / Pilot Butte / McLean schools is comprised of the following:




• White shirt with collar (polo shirts are fine!)




• Black dressy pants (no jeans please!)




• Black socks (boys too!!)




• Black dressy shoes (no runners)
Girls may wear a black skirt if deisred, but it MUST be to the knee or longer and they MUST have black tights on (not pantyhose). NO EXCEPTIONS!! Black pants are the far easier option. Please look into uniform pieces now, before the concerts arrive! I always end up with a million questions from students about "what exactly do you mean by black…". I mean…black. No yellow stripes, no blue laces, etc. Dark blue isn't black… There are many low cost options for these clothes and they don't need to be expensive by any means. Students who do not follow the dress code may be prevented from performing, so please check your closets as soon as possible!

The Band Blog

I've set up a blog that contains all the important dates, copies of the calendars and assignments, etc. This will allow parents and students to get copies of documents and check on concert dates, etc. if copies of the various notes, etc that go home get lost. I also post interesting links to facts and videos about the various instruments in the band! Check it out!

thebandguy.wordpress.com

Stay in touch!

My email address is david.popoff@pvsd.ca Please email me with any info, concerns, etc that may come up. This is actually the best way of getting in touch with me, as I have access to email at all times, but phone messages may take a day or two to reach me, depending on which school I'm at!

Yours in music!
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